
Master of Science in Information Security and Assurance 
What Students Can Expect In The Program 

 
 
• Each of your three program semesters consists of two courses, with each course lasting approximately 11 weeks.  You’ll 

have one or two weeks off between courses. 
 

• The learning curve for the first course can be steep.  You may need to spend additional hours per week on study-related 
activities.  You’ll find the workload becomes less challenging as you become accustomed to the online learning 
environment, your study routine, and the writing requirements. 
 

• There are no set days or times for classes within the week.  Course lectures and support materials are posted online. The 
primary materials are textbook readings, PDFs and PPTs, some of which are narrated.  You can access the material at 
your convenience.  The online Library Databases are available anytime.  

 
• You should expect to spend between  20-25 hrs per week on required lectures, readings and additional course materials, 

participating in online asynchronous discussion, and preparing assignments.  It is difficult to estimate time required to 
complete each week’s reading, but bear these points in mind.    

 

• You will need to get online every day to review discussions, check for mail from your instructor, obtain feedback on 
writing assignments, do assignment research, etc.   

 
• You will be expected to post at least four online responses to the discussion questions during each week of each 

course. Discussions open very early Monday and close on Saturday.  The response(s) and discussion(s) form the 
framework of your cohort’s interaction and account for a significant percentage of your grade.   

 
• You’ll be assigned three 2,000-word research papers throughout each seminar.  
 
• A final term paper, a management report of 7,000 - 10,000 words, is required at the end of every seminar.  It’s 

expected to be a synopsis and analysis of the overarching concepts and significant details of the entire seminar’s 
material as it applies at your case study.  The best analogy is that you are a consultant preparing a management-level 
presentation, or that you are writing a lengthy white paper for publication. Your instructors will provide you with advice 
and guidance on the final term papers. 

 
• There will be a four-question essay exam during week 6, covering material in weeks 1-5 and a second four-question 

essay exam during week 10 covering material in weeks 6-10. You will have nine days to complete each exam.  Each 
exam question can be answered in 500 words or less.  

 
• Your writing must meet a Master’s level standard: clear, error-free English prose, including appropriate technical 

vocabulary but minimizing jargon; using appropriate research citations; and demonstrating your ability to communicate 
about IA issues to a variety of audiences – your fellow students, your instructors, other IA practitioners, and high-level 
management. 

 

• Every student must pursue an organizational case study or an industry case study. Be sure to review the information your 
Admissions Advisor sends you about these projects.  

 

• You should set up or use a personal email account for your MSISA communication with faculty and staff.  Employer 
confidentiality is compromised when students use work email. 

 

• You must travel to the Norwich campus in Vermont during the month of June at or near the end of your program, to 
participate in Residency week activities with the MSISA faculty and in graduation ceremonies with your fellow classmates. 

 
• Your instructors will be engaged with you throughout the course.  They will describe their expectations when the course 

begins and will give you support and feedback on the work you do individually as well as general feedback to your class as 
a whole.  

 

• Your Student Service Advisors will answer any questions you have about the program and the classroom and will give you 
the support you need to complete the MSISA program successfully. 
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